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Colonial Encounters: Europeans Meet American Indians.
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Social and political profile of the United States in the mid-
19th century.
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2KOTIOL EVOTNTOC

Elcaywyn otn Baolkni €vvolo ToU QPEPLKAVIOUOU OTIWE QUTH
Slapopdwvetal HEca armo TNV MoALTikn tdeoAoyia tng
OLLEPLKAVLKAC ETIAVAOTAONG KOL TNV OVAYKN TIPWTOTUTING
AoyoTtexXVIKNC dnuoupylog.

Avodopd oTLC BAOLKEC KOLWVWVLKEC KoL OLKOVOULKEC AAAQYEC
IOV XopaKTNPL{oUV TNV ALLEPLKAVLKN KOWVwVLOL TNC EMOXNC, TN
OUVEXWC AVEAVOEVN METOVAOTEVUON, TN Blopnyavormoinon,
KOLL TNV ETIEKTATIKA TOpEla tpog tTn Avon mavta o€
ouVOUAOMO E T AOYOTEXVLKA Kvrpata tou epdavidovral
KOLL OLVTOTIOKPLVOVTOL OTLC TIPOKANOELC.
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Introduction

* Discovery of the New World (European
expansionism).

* The first English settlers — The Puritans.
 The formation of an American socio-political
philosophy:

— Puritan thought (religious philosophy).

— American Revolutionary rhetoric (secular/ political
philosophy).
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Colonial Encounters: Europeans Meet
American Indians

* European expansionism
(15th century - Spain,
Portugal, England).

* Europeans: Renaissance /
civilization/ cultural
superiority vs. primitivism/
savagery/ wilderness.

Eikova 1
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The Puritans

The English Puritans made
their political emergence in
the 1600's. During this time,
they began to embark upon
their epic migrations to the
New World.

Eikova 2
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Landing of the Puritans in America (1/2)

' The landing of the Pilgrims
¥ at Plymouth, Massachusetts
£ (1620).

Eikova 3
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Landing of the Puritans in America (2/2)

* About 100 people, many of them seeking
religious freedom in the New World, sailed
from England on the Mayflower in September
1620. In late December the group landed at
Plymouth Harbor, where they would form the
first permanent settlement of Europeans in
New England. These original settlers of
Plymouth Colony are known as the Pilgrim
Fathers, or simply as the Pilgrims.
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Cotton Mather

A highly influential
New England Puritan
minister.

Eikova 4

Apepikavikr Aoyotexvia & MoAtiopdc: 190¢ alwvag

APICTOTEAEIO

NavemoTnuio AyyAwkng Mwooag kat Ghoroyiag

©egcoahovikng



The Puritan Vision

Eikova 5

Their vision was for the New
World to be a “city upon a
hill.” This was later captured
by the concept of “manifest
destiny”: a belief that
America will lead the world
into a new era of peace and
security.
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Puritan Thought

* Philosophical and ideological context.
* Elect of God: Visible saints on earth.
* Individual: Conversion experience.

e America as a “New Eden,” a “New
Canaan.”
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Points to remember

Puritanism was a religious reform movement
that arose within the Church of England in
the late sixteenth century.

Puritanism, however, was not only a
historically specific phenomenon coincident
with the founding of New England; it was
also a way of being in the world that has
affected American life and thought ever
since.
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The American Revolution - 1776

Eikbva 6
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Growing dissatisfaction in the
colonies with British administration

* Heavy taxation.
* Unfavorable commercial regulations.

* Arbitrary jurisdiction of appointed governing
bodies.
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The Boston tea party (1770)

Eikéva 7
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1776 — new political philosophy
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Eikéva 8

American republican ideology:
Democracy, liberty, Equality,
public and private virtue.
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Declaration of Independence

In GONGRESS, JuLy 4 1776
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The formation of a national identity

* The American revolution and its ensuing
political manifesto, the Declaration of
Independence, stimulated new ideas about
society and government.

 The rapid growth of the new nation and its

apparently limitless resources encouraged
even great optimism.

* Emphasis on the idea of progress and the
“self-made” individual.
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The New American nation: Early 19th
century

* Conditions of life improved (scientific

discoveries/technological advances).
»Emergence of the factory system.
»Introduction of transportation facilities.

»Invention of the steam engine, the printing press
and the telegraph.
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The Individual (1/2)

Belief in man’s achievement and self-
development.

Ralph Waldo Emerson: “who can set bounds
to the possibilities of man?”

A self-reliant individual capable of making
choices to his own benefit.

Each man holds the key to his destiny in his
own hands.
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The Individual (2/2)

 Abundant opportunities for social and
financial success.

* The political theorists of the new republic,
people like Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin, placed a lot of
confidence in man’s virtue and rationality.

Apuepikavikn Aoyotexvia & MoAtilopog: 190¢ awwvag
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Industrialization

1850s

— Population growth/ immigration.
— Mass society/ slums.

— Capitalist economy.

— Class hierarchy.

— Emergence of social sciences (sociology,
anthropology, biology, physics).
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Materialism and social success

American individualism: social and economic
connotations.

Pursuit of happiness = material pursuit.

American dream of economic success and
social ascendance.
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New York immigrant districts — mid-
19th-century

Eikéva 10 Eikéva 11
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The representation of immigrants in
popular culture magazines (1/2)
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The representation of immigrants

in popular culture magazines (2/2)

Americans in the mid 1800s
were just beginning to
consider the theory of
evolution. Scientists argued
that "facial angle" was a
sign of intelligence and
character. When they
studied the "physiognomy"
or facial structure, of
Eikéva 14 Irishmen, They detected
animalistic qualities.
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Irish immigrants: “whiteness of a
different color”

CONTRASTED FAUOES. Many hIStOFIanS have

“Took o i it and e n Gt S argued that "white" is an
V. invented category--that
when people looked at each
other in the 1800s, they
saw many differences-of
religion, nationality,
ethnicity, language, class.
They did not automatically

see "white."

Eikéva 15
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American exclusionary political
practices (1/3)

The Indian Removal Act
(1830) paved the way for
the reluctant—and often
forcible—emigration of tens
of thousands of American
Indians further west of the
Mississippi River.

Eikéva 16
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American exclusionary political

Eikbva 17

practices (2/3)

The American Colonization
Society (in full, The Society
for the Colonization of Free
People of Color of America),
founded in 1816, was the
primary vehicle to support
the "return” of free African
Americans to what was
considered greater freedom
in Africa.
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American exclusionary political
practices (3/3)

REGULAR TIBKETWDRKINGMEN’S PARTY cAI.IFORNIA The Chinese Exclusion Act
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States for ten years under
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The formation of American national
identity

Provide a sense of common background in the midst of
racial and ethnic diversity in the 19t century.

Emphasize the absorptive power of the American
continent (the mixing of the two races stands for the
merging of white civilization and Indian culture).

Create a sense of unity and homogeneity.

Offer a romantic pattern for the uninhibited westward
expansion and appropriation of Indian lands.
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Social and political profile of the
United States in the mid-19th century

Multiculturalism/ diversity.

e Social, economic, and cultural changes.
* [Industrialization.

 Waves of immigration.

e Racial/ ethnic minorities.

e Abolitionist movement.

e Women’s movements.

* Working-class riots and strikes.

* Westward expansion.
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2nueiwpa Avadopag

Copyright AplototéAelo Mavenotnulo Osocalovikng, Zwn Aeton. «American
Literature and Culture: the 19th century. Introduction to American Literature
and Culture». Ekboon: 1.0. Oscoalovikn 2014. AtaBoipo amo tn SIKTUaKNA
SdtevBuvon: https://opencourses.auth.gr/courses/OCRS451/
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Znpeiwpa Adeodotnonc

To mapoOv UALKO SlatiBetal pe Toug 0pouc tne adelag xpnong Creative
Commons Avadopa - Mapopota Atavoun [1] n petayeveotepn, AleBvng
‘Exboon. E€alpouvtal Ta autoteAn Epya Tpitwy T.X. dwTtoypadieg,
Slaypappota K.A.TT., TOL OTtoLaL EUTIEPLEXOVTOAL OE AUTO KOLL TOL OTtoL
avadEpovtal padl LE TOUG OPOUC XPrRoNnNg TOUG oTo «2npeiwpa Xpnong Epywv

Tpitwv».
[©ONolel

O dkatouyoc pmopet va mapexel otov adelodoyo Eexwploth adela va

XPNOLUOTIOLEL TO €pYO yLO EUITOPLKN XpNon, EPOcov auTo Tou {NTtnOeL.

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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APILTOTEAEIO

ANOIKTA |
MANEMIZTHMIO AKAAHMAIKA — %assy
OEIIAAONIKHS MAOHMATA

TENOG EvOTNTOC

Eneéepyaoia: <Xplotiva Mamayapitov>
Oeooalovikn, <Hpepounvia>

EMIXEIPHEIAKO TMPC
EKMAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAOHZH EZ nA
npéypappa yia TV avd

4 E-
YNOYPTEIO MAIAEIAL KAI BPHZKEYMATQN EY

E k6 Kovwviko Tapeis
snesialis e Me tn ouyxpnparodotnon tng EANGdag kat tng Evpwmnaikii¢ Evwong
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ZNHELWHATOL



AlratApNoN ZNUELWHATWV

Ornoladnmote avamapaywyn f SLaokeun Tou VALKOU Ba TtpETEL
va cupmephapBavet:

" 10 Znueilwpa Avadopac

= 10 Znuelwpa Adelodotnong

" tn 6NAwon AlatApnong ZNUELWUATWY

" 10 2nueiwpa Xpnong Epywv Tpitwv (epooov umdapyxel)

nall pe Toug cuvodEUVOUEVOUC UTIEPOUVOECHOUC.
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